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As new Iocal churches are

begun′ there is a growmg ten-

dency to name them without a

prominent denominational lalbel′

even when there mmy be some

actual tie to a denominational

fellowship or the church may be

struc山red according to a certain

denominational pattem. Even wen

′A iabel. ‥ ideaiiy

descγibes秒haf is inside.′′

estabHshed churches have adopted

name changes in which a denomi-

national designation has been

exchanged for a more non-de-

nominational label such as ′′Bible

church′′ or ′′conmunity church・′′

Is there any value in keepmg

the denominational designation in

a church′s nane where it has a

Place of prominence? Here are

some things to consider before

exc山ding it.

1. The Purpo§e Of a Label

A label is intended for pur-

POSeS Of identification・ It ideally

describes what is inside. The more

PreCise the label′ the more one

knows al)Out the convictions,

PrlOrities′ and practices for which

the group stands・

This concept can be readfty

understood by anyone who goes

grocery shoppmg・ The various

●

PaCkages and caus on the store

Shelves each bear an identifying

label. The more descriptive the

label is, the more one knows al)Out

its contents. What chaos there

wo山d be ifau a label in the

grocery store said was ′′substance′’

Or ′′food.′’Even that might have

SOme Va山e (although greatly

血nited) but not nearly as much as

if it said ′′com’’- Or, better yet,

′旬u壮ered com kernels.’’Have you

ever had your ch組dren play near

the food storage area only to

discover that they have peeled off

all of the labels on the cans?

Perhaps you have p皿ed off

Certain soup can labels to save and

done so before you remembered to

mark each can. The res山t is

obvious. So it is with church labels.

Someone may say′ ′but there

are liberal churches also with some

of the same denominational

labels.′′ This is true enough, and

one must exercise discemment and

Care tO find the right kind. Because

you血Id a can of spoifed food or

OVerly npe百両occasiona11y

doesn’t mean you stop grocery

Shoppmg. It means you leam to be

Care血I in your selection・

2. Loyalty to What a Label

Repre§entS

To what extent is there a

genuine conⅢutment tO What the
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label represents? Some convictions

may not have a high level of

commitment to the distinctive

COnVictions of the label, and for

that reason the use or non-uSe Of

the label isn’t a11 that significant・

For oth的, the label represents

SPeCific truths taught in血e Scrip-

tures regarding local church

PraCtices which need to be fol-

lowed today. If the iden舶ed

convictions of the label are viewed

as expendable, SO Sho山d be the

label・ But if what the label repre-

SentS is of great importance, then

one should think twice before

abandonmg the lalbel・
●

3・ A Label’s Magnetic Effect

Like a magnet, a label attracts

and repels・ It has been suggested

that a denominational label

artificiauy repels some people.

This may be true in a few cases,

but even in these situations there

Il. ‥ a iabei a請γaCfs

and舵peis・,′

are ways of overcommg this・ It

may also be true that denomina-

tional labels are not important to

Others, but the use of such a label

doesn′t necessarily hinder the

Seeker血om a壮ending a church

Service or血nction. Just how far

Sho山d we be wil血g to go in



remOVing any such supposed

barrier? If a person is tuned off by

refigion′ WO山d we be wfl]ing to

drop the word ′′church′′ or any

WOrds which connote religious

ideas - WOrds such as ′甘ace, faith,

Calvary′ Savior, Redeemer?′′

Someone might suggest substi山t-

mg less descriptive and less

Offensive temrs SuCh as 〃salt and

light company′′′ and yet our Lord

doesn't hesitate to speak of His

Ch耽h. Nor sho山d there be any

hesitation on our part to accurately

label who we are and血e truths

Which we represent.

The attrac血g and repeⅢng

feature of a label is viewed by this

Writer as of great va山e. It is

increasmgly d珊c山these days

for our churches - eVen When they

Carry PrOPer descriptive labels - tO

bring togethef people who under-

Stand and are completely com血ト

The Faith Pulpit is prblished ten times

ted to these great血ths repre-

Sented by the hbel. Often we皿-

meanmg but uninformed people

WOrk their way into places of

leadership within our churches.

Doing away with the label only

COmPHcates and compounds this

Prchlem・ The lalbel′ When properly

used and understood, W皿a請act

those of hike precious faith and

PraCtice and w皿direct those who

disagree to other phces where

they can feel more comfortable.

Let us not neglect, disavow, Or

be ashamed of our great heritage -

those who with courage of convic置

tion have stood fdr Bible prmciples

and practices - eVen though it

meant personal sacrifice and loss.

To broaden our hbel sends the

WrOng Slgnal and makes consistent

New Testament ch耽h practice

more di触cult.
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